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CHRISTIE RE-ELECTION SUPPORT SOARS IN SANDY AFTERMATH,  
RUTGERS-EAGLETON POLL FINDS 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J – In the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy, 59 percent of New Jersey registered 

voters support a second term for Gov. Chris Christie, while only 32 percent oppose his re-election, 

according to a new Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. Support for Christie’s re-election has risen dramatically from 

late September, when 44 percent favored re-election and 47 percent opposed it. 

In a series of head-to-head tests against several Democrats thought to be potential 2013 

gubernatorial candidates, Christie wins a clear majority in every contest. Newark Mayor Cory Booker 

does best in this group, but still loses 53 percent to 34 percent, with 13 percent choosing neither 

candidate. Christie’s margin widens against others, including State Sen. and former Gov. Richard Codey 

(56 percent to 31 percent), State Sen. Barbara Buono (60 percent to 22 percent), Assemblyman Lou 

Greenwald (60 percent to 21 percent) and former Democratic state chair Tom Byrne (58 percent to 22 

percent). Moreover, few voters know the Democratic candidates well enough to have formed 

impressions of them, with the exception of Booker.  

Driving Christie’s strong re-election support is the dramatic increase in the number of voters 

with a favorable impression of him, now at 67 percent, up 19 points from before the storm. And 61 

percent now give Christie an A or B grade for his job performance, up 14 points from late September.   

“Before Superstorm Sandy, things looked much different for Christie, as Democrats seemed 

positioned for a serious challenge next year,” said David Redlawsk, director of the Rutgers-Eagleton 

Poll and professor of political science at Rutgers. “Voters were evenly split over the governor’s re-

election, and Mayor Booker in particular looked like a very strong competitor. Post-Sandy, however, the 

political environment has changed, at least for now.” 

Results are from a poll of 1,228 New Jersey adults conducted statewide among both landline and 

cell phone households from Nov 14-17. Within this sample is a subsample of 1,108 registered voters; 

this subsample has a margin of error of +/- 2.9 percentage points. Questions about Christie’s job 

approval are reported two different ways using half samples. The margin of error for these questions is 

+/- 4.2 percentage points. 

Christie makes large gains in generic re-election support 

The key to the governor’s improved generic re-election prospects comes from double-digit gains 

among both independent voters and Democrats. The 38 percent of Democrats who now support a second 
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term for Christie reflect a doubling of his pre-Sandy support from them. Independents are decisively in 

Christie’s camp, with 66 percent supporting re-election, up from 44 percent in late September. 

“Current levels of support for Christie’s re-election are stunning, given how divided voters were 

before the storm,” said Redlawsk. “The combination of leadership, empathy and bipartisanship shown 

by the governor during the crisis impressed most people and gave the governor a strong push into the 

2013 campaign.” 

The governor’s leadership during and after Sandy appears also to have erased the persistent 

gender gap in his support for now. Men and women support a second term in nearly equal numbers, with 

60 percent of men and 58 percent of women calling for his re-election. This represents a more than 20-

point increase for Christie among women.   

 Among voters in the hardest hit areas – shore and exurban counties – 70 percent or more now 

support his re-election. Even voters in public-employee union households have come around for the time 

being, with 45 percent now favoring re-election, double the percentage in the last Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. 

Racial differences continue to persist, however. While 65 percent of white voters support re-

election, a nearly equal share of black voters (62 percent) continues to oppose the governor. But this is a 

significant improvement over the last poll, when 81 percent of blacks thought Christie should go. 

Among Hispanic voters, 51 percent support re-election, while 46 percent oppose a new term. 

Potential Democratic challengers appear to face uphill battle 

 While the 2013 gubernatorial election is more than 11 months away, ballot tests comparing 

Christie to some potential Democratic challengers suggest that he starts the election year in an enviable 

position. Christie beats the strongest Democrat, Booker, by a 19-point margin. Other Democrats run 

from 25 points (Codey) to 39 points (Greenwald) behind.  

 Christie’s 67 percent favorable rating also outshines that of any of the Democrats. Booker is the 

only one to break 50 percent favorable, while 11 percent view him unfavorably; 27 percent have no 

opinion and 10 percent “don’t know”. Codey comes in at 34 percent favorable versus 14 percent 

unfavorable, with 38 percent having no opinion, and 15 percent unable to identify him. 

The large majority of New Jersey voters has no opinion on the other Democrats or does not 

recognize the names: 75 percent in the case of Byrne (15 percent favorable to 11 percent unfavorable), 

82 percent for Buono (11 percent favorable to 7 percent unfavorable) and 84 percent in Greenwald’s 

case (9 percent favorable to 7 percent unfavorable.)  

“Christie’s position against the Democrats is strong, not just because of his Superstorm Sandy 

response, but also because most Democrats do not have the statewide name recognition needed to 

challenge him. While Booker comes closest, still more than one-third cannot characterize their 

impression of him.” 

When pitted against Booker, Christie loses a little steam on the generic “should he be re-elected” 

question. While 66 percent of independents say the governor deserves re-election in general, support for 

Christie drops to 59 percent when given the choice between Christie and Booker. Women respond 
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similarly, dropping seven points to 51 percent when choosing between the governor and Newark mayor. 

Booker wins among Hispanic voters (46 percent to 42 percent) and black voters, 58 percent to 23 

percent. But Christie wins resoundingly among white voters, 60 percent to 28 percent. 

 “With a long time until Election Day, Sandy will become somewhat less of a factor,” noted 

Redlawsk. “The realities of governing – including the budget and a host of other contentious issues – are 

likely to cool the governor’s red-hot numbers over time. But Christie’s leadership has given him a great 

deal of political capital to use over the next year.” 

Voters give high grades and approval to Christie job performance  

The Rutgers-Eagleton Poll used three measures to assess how voters respond to Gov. Christie. 

All voters were asked whether they have a favorable or unfavorable impression of the governor. In 

addition, a random half was asked to assign a grade to Christie’s job performance, while the other half 

simply said whether they approved or disapproved of his job performance. 

As with favorability, Christie’s job performance grades also reflect record highs for his term. 

Sixty-one percent now award him an A or B, a double-digit increase from the last poll. At the top end, 

28 percent now say the governor has earned an A, up from 18 percent. In the late September poll, 30 

percent assigned a D or F grade to the governor. Post-Sandy, only 16 percent continues to do so.  

 Nearly half of Democrats now assign the governor an A or B, while 61 percent of independents 

also give the same high marks. And 49 percent of Republicans give Christie the highest possible grade. 

More women than men give Christie an A (32 percent versus 25 percent). Christie gets the most As and 

Bs from the exurban and shore regions (68 percent and 72 percent, respectively), presumably due both to 

his efforts in these storm-battered areas and to the more Republican tendencies of these counties. 

Among voters asked whether they approve or disapprove of the job Christie is doing, 67 percent 

approve and 26 percent disapprove. Among these voters, Christie receives bipartisan praise with almost 

half of Democrats (49 percent), three-quarters of independents, and most Republicans (88 percent) 

approving his performance. Christie even sees high job approval from black voters (53 percent), young 

voters (57 percent) and public-employee union voters (54 percent). 

 As Christie’s overall favorability ratings have skyrocketed post-Sandy, the percentage of 

Democrats with a favorable impression of the governor has doubled to 49 percent. Independents display 

a 24-point increase to 73 percent favorable, while 90 percent of Republicans are favorable. Large 

increases in favorability are also seen among both men and women: men are up 17 points to 69 percent, 

and women are up 22 points to 65 percent. Favorability among white voters improved by 17 points to 72 

percent, and favorability among black voters more than doubled to 46 percent. More than three-quarters 

of voters in those areas hardest hit by the storm, and over half of public union employees (56 percent), 

also say they are favorable toward Christie. 

#  #  # 

QUESTIONS AND TABLES BEGIN ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE
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Questions and Tables 

The questions covered in the release of November 27, 2012 are listed below. Column percentages may not add to 
100% due to rounding. Respondents are New Jersey Registered Voters; all percentages are of weighted results. 
 

 
 
Q.   I'd like to ask about some people and groups. Please tell me if your general impression of each one 

is favorable or unfavorable, or if you do not have an opinion. [ROTATE NAMES] 
 
 
All Registered Voters 

 
 

Gov. Chris 
Christie 

Newark 
Mayor Cory 

Booker 

Fmr Gov. 
Richard 
Codey 

State Sen. 
Barbara 
Buono 

Assy. Lou 
Greenwald 

Fmr Dem 
Chair Tom 

Byrne 
Favorable 67% 52% 34% 11% 9% 15% 
Unfavorable 25% 11% 14% 7% 7% 11% 
No Opinion 8% 27% 38% 48% 50% 47% 
Don’t Know (vol) 1% 10% 15% 34% 34% 28% 
Unwgt N= 1105 1105 1104 1107 1107 1106 

 
 
CHRISTIE Trend 
 9/12 

RV 
8/12 
RV 

6/12 
RV 

3/12 
RV 

2/12
RV 

11/11
RV 

10/11
RV 

8/11
RV

4/11
RV 

2/11
RV 

12/10 
Adults 

10/10 
RV 

9/10
RV 

8/10
RV 

2/10
RV

Favorable 48% 49% 50% 46% 47% 49% 49% 45% 44% 46% 45% 45% 46% 46% 45%
Unfavorable 42% 40% 39% 42% 42% 37% 39% 47% 42% 44% 38% 38% 42% 39% 26%
No Opinion/DK 11% 11% 11% 12% 11% 14% 12% 8% 14% 10% 17% 17% 12% 15% 29%
Unwgt N= 787 911 1,064 514 910 752 803 613 769 810 906 879 911 751 881

 
 
CHRISTIE Registered Voters Trend Graph 
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GOVERNOR CHRIS CHRISTIE 
 

Party ID Ideology Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Con Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 49% 73% 90% 53% 67% 82% 69% 65% 72% 46% 50% 67% 
Unfavorable 38% 19% 8% 36% 24% 13% 24% 25% 22% 38% 34% 22% 
DK/No Opn 13% 7% 2% 11% 9% 5% 7% 10% 6% 16% 16% 11% 
Unwt N= 449 401 243 253 576 253 503 602 797 114 89 83 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Favorable 53% 62% 71% 75% 
Unfavorable 30% 29% 22% 20% 
DK/No Opn 18% 9% 6% 5% 
Unwt N= 127 365 388 209 
 

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K > 150K 

HS or 
Less Some Coll Coll Grad Grad Work

Favorable 63% 68% 69% 71% 67% 69% 71% 59% 
Unfavorable 27% 23% 26% 26% 20% 23% 24% 32% 
DK/No Opn 9% 8% 4% 3% 13% 8% 5% 9% 
Unwt N= 262 305 169 158 253 284 307 251 
 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Favorable 53% 66% 75% 64% 78% 56% 65% 70% 
Unfavorable 32% 26% 16% 31% 16% 37% 32% 21% 
DK/No Opn 15% 8% 9% 5% 6% 7% 3% 9% 
Unwt N= 184 371 170 194 186 186 63 827 
 
 
 
NEWARK MAYOR CORY BOOKER 
 

Party ID Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 61% 49% 40% 53% 51% 50% 58% 49% 61% 
Unfavorable 6% 13% 20% 14% 9% 12% 10% 14% 4% 
DK/No Opn 33% 39% 40% 33% 40% 38% 32% 38% 35% 
Unwt N= 451 399 243 502 603 798 114 89 83 
 

 
Age Region 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore 
Favorable 45% 50% 54% 55% 66% 60% 52% 28% 47% 
Unfavorable 8% 14% 10% 11% 11% 12% 11% 12% 10% 
DK/No Opn 47% 36% 36% 34% 24% 28% 37% 60% 43% 
Unwt N= 127 364 388 210 185 372 169 194 185 
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FORMER GOVERNOR RICHARD CODEY 
 

Party ID Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 37% 34% 31% 38% 31% 37% 28% 22% 30% 
Unfavorable 10% 13% 22% 17% 11% 15% 10% 12% 9% 
DK/No Opn 54% 53% 48% 45% 59% 48% 62% 66% 61% 
Unwt N= 451 399 242 503 601 796 114 89 83 
 

 
Age Region 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ Urban Suburb ExurbanPhil/South Shore 
Favorable 16% 27% 38% 49% 39% 40% 37% 21% 30% 
Unfavorable 5% 14% 17% 13% 8% 14% 14% 16% 16% 
DK/No Opn 79% 59% 45% 38% 53% 47% 49% 63% 54% 
Unwt N= 127 365 387 209 184 371 169 194 186 
 
 
STATE SENATOR BARBARA BUONO 
 

Party ID Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 14% 9% 10% 11% 11% 11% 9% 14% 20% 
Unfavorable 6% 5% 11% 9% 5% 7% 5% 5% 6% 
DK/No Opn 80% 86% 78% 80% 84% 82% 86% 81% 74% 
Unwt N= 451 401 243 504 603 799 114 89 83 
 

 
Age Region 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore 
Favorable 12% 9% 9% 17% 8% 17% 7% 8% 12% 
Unfavorable 7% 7% 8% 6% 6% 6% 10% 9% 5% 
DK/No Opn 81% 84% 83% 78% 86% 78% 83% 84% 83% 
Unwt N= 127 365 389 210 185 372 170 194 186 
 
 
STATE ASSEMBLYMAN LOU GREENWALD 
 

Party ID Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 12% 6% 9% 9% 9% 8% 13% 12% 11% 
Unfavorable 5% 7% 11% 9% 5% 7% 6% 5% 4% 
DK/No Opn 83% 88% 81% 82% 86% 85% 82% 82% 85% 
Unwt N= 451 401 243 504 603 799 114 89 83 
 

 
Age Region 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore 
Favorable 11% 9% 7% 10% 10% 8% 6% 15% 7% 
Unfavorable 4% 6% 9% 7% 9% 4% 9% 9% 6% 
DK/No Opn 85% 85% 84% 83% 82% 88% 84% 76% 87% 
Unwt N= 127 365 389 210 185 372 170 194 186 
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FORMER DEMOCRATIC STATE CHAIR TOM BYRNE 
 

Party ID Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Favorable 21% 10% 9% 14% 15% 12% 24% 18% 17% 
Unfavorable 3% 11% 24% 13% 9% 13% 5% 7% 5% 
DK/No Opn 75% 79% 67% 74% 76% 75% 72% 76% 78% 
Unwt N= 451 400 243 504 602 799 114 88 83 
 

 
Age Region 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore 
Favorable 12% 15% 14% 16% 20% 16% 9% 12% 14% 
Unfavorable 8% 8% 16% 10% 6% 8% 16% 14% 13% 
DK/No Opn 81% 77% 70% 74% 74% 76% 76% 74% 73% 
Unwt N= 127 365 388 210 184 372 170 194 186 
 
 
 
[NOTE: QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW ABOUT CHRISTIE JOB PERFORMANCE, GENERIC REELECT 
AND HEAD-TO-HEADS WERE SUBJECT TO QUESTION WORDING AND ORDER EXPERIMENTS. FOR 
HALF OF RESPONDENTS, JOB PERFORMANCE AND APPROVAL CAME BEFORE HEAD-TO-HEADS 
AND GENERIC REELECT. FOR THE OTHER HALF, REELECT AND HEAD-TO-HEADS CAME FIRST. 
REPORTED RESULTS COMBINE BOTH VERSIONS OF QUESTION ORDER. 
 
HALF OF RESPONDENTS WERE ASKED TO GRADE CHRISTIE JOB PERFORMANCE AND HALF 
WERE ASKED TO APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE. THESE QUESTIONS ARE REPORTED SEPARATELY. 
 
HALF OF REPSONDENTS WERE ASKED IF CHRISTIE DESERVES TO BE REELECTED OR DOES NOT 
DESERVE REELECTION, WHILE HALF WERE ASKED IF CHRISTIE DESERVES TO BE REELECTED 
OR IF IT IS TIME FOR SOMEONE NEW. ANALYSIS SUGGESTS LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
QUESTIONS, SO THEY ARE COMBINED IN THIS REPORT.] 
 
 
 
Q.  Please rate how Chris Christie is handling his job as governor, using a grading scale from A to F.  

You can give him any full letter grade, A, B, C, D, or F. [HALF SAMPLE, MoE +/- 4.2 POINTS] 
 
   Trend 
 11/12 

RV 
 9/12 

RV 
8/12 
RV 

6/12 
RV 

3/12 
RV 

2/12 
RV 

11/11 
RV 

10/11 
RV 

8/11 
RV 

4/11 
RV 

2/11 
RV 

A 28%  18% 15% 15% 12% 16% 18% 14% 13% 14% 14% 
B 33%  29% 30% 31% 31% 27% 28% 30% 25% 32% 24% 
C 22%  22% 25% 24% 25% 24% 21% 27% 18% 20% 26% 
D 11%  15% 13% 15% 13% 14% 17% 14% 24% 14% 15% 
F 5%  15% 16% 14% 17% 18% 13% 14% 19% 21% 19% 
DK (vol) 1%  2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 2% 1% 1% 0% 2% 
Unwgt N= 573  788 913 1,063 516 914 752 799 612 390 416 
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Party ID Ideology Gender Race 
 Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Cons Male Female White Black 

A 20% 25% 49% 15% 26% 48% 25% 32% 32% 13% 
B 27% 36% 39% 28% 35% 34% 38% 28% 32% 29% 
C 29% 23% 6% 34% 22% 10% 21% 23% 22% 28% 
D 16% 9% 5% 15% 11% 4% 12% 10% 10% 13% 
F 8% 5% 0% 7% 5% 4% 4% 6% 3% 18% 
DK (vol) 1% % 1% 0% 2% 0% 0% 2% 1% 0% 
Unwgt N= 226 205 135 133 295 134 267 306 421 60 

 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
A 19% 26% 27% 39% 
B 36% 29% 35% 33% 
C 18% 28% 22% 14% 
D 13% 12% 11% 8% 
F 10% 5% 4% 5% 
DK (vol) 4% 0% 1% 1% 

Unwt N= 67 193 198 109 
 

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K > 150K 

HS or 
Less Some Coll Coll Grad Grad Work

A 29% 28% 28% 20% 35% 30% 28% 21% 
B 29% 36% 28% 38% 28% 34% 35% 33% 
C 17% 22% 32% 28% 17% 21% 22% 27% 
D 16% 9% 10% 12% 11% 9% 11% 13% 
F 9% 3% 2% 1% 8% 5% 3% 6% 
DK (vol) 0% 3% 0% 0% 1% 2% 1% 0% 

Unwt N= 136 159 82 89 118 152 165 132 
 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
A 19% 21% 38% 26% 46% 16% 16% 32% 
B 32% 38% 30% 32% 26% 31% 38% 33% 
C 25% 26% 19% 17% 19% 25% 31% 21% 
D 18% 9% 7% 12% 8% 19% 11% 9% 
F 6% 6% 4% 9% 0% 8% 4% 5% 
DK (vol) 0% 0% 1% 3% 1% 1% 0% 1% 

Unwt N= 98 188 85 107 95 97 36 431 
 
Q.  Do you approve or disapprove of the way Chris Christie is handling his job as governor? [HALF 

SAMPLE, MoE +/- 4.2 POINTS] 
 

 

 

 RV 
Approve 67% 
Disapprove 26% 
Don’t know (vol) 7% 
Unwgt N= 533 
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Party ID Ideology Gender Race 

 Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Cons Male Female White Black
Approve 49% 76% 88% 51% 68% 83% 68% 67% 71% 53% 
Disapprove 39% 20% 8% 40% 25% 13% 27% 25% 24% 35% 
Don’t know (vol) 12% 4% 3% 9% 7% 4% 6% 8% 6% 12% 

Unwgt N= 223 196 108 121 281 119 237 296 378 54 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Approve 57% 59% 77% 71% 
Disapprove 35% 33% 18% 22% 
Don’t know (vol) 8% 8% 5% 7% 
Unwgt N= 59 172 191 102 

 

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K 150K+ 

HS or 
Less 

Some 
Coll Coll Grad 

Grad 
Work 

Approve 66% 66% 71% 71% 67% 70% 69% 63% 
Disapprove 26% 26% 27% 23% 23% 25% 26% 30% 
Don’t know (vol) 8% 8% 2% 6% 10% 5% 5% 7% 
Unwgt N= 126 147 87 69 135 132 143 119 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Approve 52% 70% 70% 67% 75% 54% 59% 71% 
Disapprove 36% 23% 22% 31% 19% 43% 33% 22% 
Don’t know (vol) 12% 7% 8% 3% 6% 3% 7% 8% 

Unwt N= 87 183 85 88 90 89 27 397 
 
 
 
Q.  The election for New Jersey governor is a little more than a year away. Thinking ahead, do you 

think Governor Christie deserves to be re-elected to another term, or is it time for someone new? 
 
Q.  The election for New Jersey governor is a little more than a year away. Thinking ahead do you feel 

that Chris Christie deserves to be reelected, or do you feel that he does not deserve to be reelected? 
 
[EACH GENERIC REELECT QUESTION ASKED OF HALF THE SAMPLE; ANSWERS FOR ANALYSIS 
HERE ARE COMBINED] 
 
 

 

 

     Christie Favorability 

 
11/12 
RV 

9/12 
RV 

8/12 
RV 

 
Favorable Unfavorable

 
No Opin/DK 

Reelect 59% 44% 47%  84% 6% 20% 
Not reelect 32% 47% 46%  8% 90% 51% 
Don’t know (vol) 9% 9% 8%  8% 4% 29% 
Unwgt N= 1102 787 910  740 264 95 
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Party ID Ideology Gender Race 
 Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Cons Male Female White Black Hisp Other

Reelect 38% 66% 89% 38% 59% 82% 60% 58% 65% 27% 51% 62% 
Not reelect 50% 25% 8% 48% 32% 14% 32% 32% 26% 62% 46% 25% 
Don’t know 13% 9% 3% 14% 9% 4% 8% 10% 9% 12% 3% 13% 

Unwgt N= 449 397 243 251 575 253 500 602 798 114 88 81 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Reelect 46% 54% 65% 66% 
Not reelect 47% 38% 26% 23% 
Don’t know 8% 8% 10% 11% 
Unwgt N= 126 362 388 211 

 

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K 150K+ 

HS or 
Less 

Some 
Coll Coll Grad 

Grad 
Work 

Reelect 52% 62% 59% 64% 63% 60% 63% 50% 
Not reelect 38% 30% 34% 30% 28% 32% 27% 40% 
Don’t know 9% 8% 7% 6% 9% 8% 10% 10% 
Unwgt N= 261 305 168 158 252 284 307 249 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Reelect 43% 56% 70% 57% 74% 45% 49% 63% 
Not reelect 46% 34% 21% 35% 19% 47% 46% 27% 
Don’t know 11% 11% 9% 7% 7% 8% 5% 9% 

Unwt N= 182 371 170 194 185 186 63 824 
 
 
Q. If the election for governor were being held today and the candidates were [ROTATE ORDER: 

Republican Chris Christie and Democrat Cory Booker], for whom would you vote? 
 

 
Party ID Gender Race 

 Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 
Christie 27% 59% 91% 55% 51% 60% 23% 42% 46% 
Booker 59% 23% 4% 32% 35% 28% 58% 46% 42% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 3% 1% 2% 2% 2% 6% 1% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 2% 2% 3% 2% 2% 4% 1% 1% 
Don’t know (vol) 9% 13% 3% 8% 10% 9% 10% 10% 10% 

Unwgt N= 450 398 243 502 601 796 114 89 83 

   Christie Favorability Booker Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK
Christie 53%  74% 8% 16% 43% 71% 62% 
Booker 34%  15% 76% 57% 48% 13% 20% 
Someone else (vol) 2%  1% 5% 4% % 7% 3% 
Not vote (vol) 2%  1% 4% 7% 1% 3% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 9%  9% 7% 17% 8% 5% 12% 
Unwgt N= 1103  741 265 95 568 124 409 
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Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Christie 40% 50% 57% 58% 
Booker 45% 38% 30% 28% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 3% 2% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 2% 1% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 11% 7% 10% 10% 
Unwgt N= 127 364 387 210 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Christie 35% 48% 66% 55% 67% 33% 52% 57% 
Booker 49% 40% 22% 30% 21% 49% 39% 30% 
Someone else (vol) 3% 2% 2% 3% 1% 3% 6% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 1% 2% 3% 2% 5% 0% 2% 
Don’t know (vol) 9% 10% 8% 8% 9% 9% 3% 9% 

Unwt N= 184 372 169 193 185 186 63 825 
 
 
Q. And, if the election for governor were being held today and the candidates were [ROTATE 

ORDER: Republican Chris Christie and Democrat Richard Codey], for whom would you vote? 
 

 
Registered Voters 

Party ID Gender Race 
 Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Christie 33% 62% 87% 57% 54% 61% 31% 48% 58% 
Codey 51% 23% 5% 32% 30% 28% 48% 36% 25% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 6% 1% 3% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 1% 2% 1% 2% 2% 3% 4% 1% 
Don’t know (vol) 11% 11% 5% 7% 13% 9% 12% 10% 13% 

Unwgt N= 447 397 243 500 599 794 113 89 82 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Christie 46% 51% 62% 59% 
Codey 35% 35% 24% 33% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 2% 0% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 3% 2% % 
Don’t know (vol) 15% 9% 10% 8% 
Unwgt N= 125 363 387 209 

   Christie Favorability Codey Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK
Christie 56%  78% 6% 22% 47% 78% 55% 
Codey 31%  12% 77% 44% 47% 15% 25% 
Someone else (vol) 2%  1% 4% 3% % 3% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 2%  1% 3% 5% % 1% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 10%  8% 10% 27% 5% 4% 15% 
Unwgt N= 1099  740 262 95 375 154 567 
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Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Christie 40% 52% 64% 58% 69% 44% 49% 59% 
Codey 41% 36% 24% 29% 19% 43% 39% 28% 
Someone else (vol) 4% 1% 2% 2% % 2% 2% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 
Don’t know (vol) 13% 9% 8% 10% 10% 10% 9% 10% 

Unwt N= 184 371 169 191 184 186 63 821 
 
 
Q. And, if the election for governor were being held today and the candidates were [ROTATE 

ORDER: Republican Chris Christie and Democrat Barbara Buono], for whom would you vote? 
 

 
Party ID Gender Race 

 Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 
Christie 37% 68% 91% 63% 58% 66% 28% 55% 62% 
Buono 39% 15% 1% 21% 24% 18% 46% 27% 23% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 1% 2% 2% 1% 7% 4% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 2% 1% 2% 2% 2% 4% 1% 1% 
Don’t know (vol) 18% 13% 5% 12% 14% 13% 16% 13% 13% 

Unwgt N= 447 395 243 499 598 794 113 89 80 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Christie 53% 53% 65% 68% 
Buono 27% 29% 17% 18% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 3% 2% 0% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 4% 1% 1% 
Don’t know (vol) 16% 11% 15% 13% 
Unwgt N= 123 364 387 208 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Christie 44% 58% 73% 60% 69% 49% 53% 64% 
Buono 34% 23% 12% 27% 15% 31% 29% 20% 
Someone else (vol) 4% 2% 2% 1% % 2% 4% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 1% 4% 1% 3% 2% 2% 2% 
Don’t know (vol) 15% 16% 10% 11% 13% 16% 13% 13% 

Unwt N= 183 370 169 191 184 186 63 819 
 

   Christie Favorability Buono Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK
Christie 60%  83% 11% 23% 59% 79% 59% 
Buono 22%  6% 65% 32% 36% 15% 21% 
Someone else (vol) 2%  1% 4% 4% 0% 4% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 2%  1% 3% 10% 0% 1% 2% 
Don’t know (vol) 13%  10% 17% 30% 6% 1% 16% 
Unwgt N= 1097  739 261 95 120 81 896 
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Q. And, if the election for governor were being held today and the candidates were [ROTATE 
ORDER: Republican Chris Christie and Democrat Lou Greenwald] for whom would you vote? 

 

 

Party ID Gender Race 
 Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Christie 35% 69% 91% 62% 58% 65% 27% 53% 65% 
Greenwald 38% 13% 3% 20% 22% 16% 45% 30% 19% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 1% 3% 1% 1% 5% 1% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 4% 2% 1% 3% 2% 3% 6% 2% 0% 
Don’t know (vol) 21% 14% 4% 13% 16% 14% 17% 14% 16% 

Unwgt N= 447 396 243 501 597 794 113 89 81 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Christie 48% 53% 64% 67% 
Greenwald 29% 27% 18% 13% 
Someone else (vol) 3% 2% 2% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 4% 4% 1% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 17% 13% 15% 16% 
Unwgt N= 123 364 387 209 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Christie 44% 58% 72% 59% 67% 44% 49% 64% 
Greenwald 31% 22% 12% 27% 12% 31% 32% 18% 
Someone else (vol) 4% 1% 2% 2% 1% 3% 4% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 4% 3% 4% 1% 2% 5% 0% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 17% 16% 10% 12% 17% 18% 15% 14% 

Unwt N= 183 370 170 191 184 186 63 820 
 
 
Q. And, if the election for governor were being held today and the candidates were [ROTATE 

ORDER: Republican Chris Christie and Democrat Tom Byrne] for whom would you vote? 
 

   Christie Favorability Greenwald Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK
Christie 60%  82% 11% 23% 53% 72% 59% 
Greenwald 21%  5% 62% 30% 45% 18% 19% 
Someone else (vol) 2%  1% 4% 3% 0% 1% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 3%  1% 4% 10% 0% 4% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 15%  11% 19% 35% 2% 5% 17% 
Unwgt N= 1098  741 260 95 96 78 924 

   Christie Favorability Byrne Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK
Christie 58%  81% 8% 21% 44% 84% 57% 
Byrne 22%  6% 64% 34% 45% 9% 20% 
Someone else (vol) 2%  1% 4% 3% 0% 3% 2% 
Not vote (vol) 2%  1% 3% 8% 0% 1% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 16%  11% 21% 34% 12% 3% 18% 
Unwgt N= 1095  740 258 95 154 121 819 
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Party ID Gender Race 

 Dem Ind Rep Male Female White Black Hisp Other 
Christie 34% 67% 90% 61% 56% 64% 25% 51% 63% 
Byrne 40% 14% 2% 21% 23% 18% 48% 25% 21% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1% 5% 1% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 5% 1% 0% 
Don’t know (vol) 22% 16% 5% 14% 17% 15% 17% 21% 15% 

Unwgt N= 445 395 243 500 595 793 112 88 81 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Christie 45% 52% 63% 67% 
Byrne 31% 29% 18% 15% 
Someone else (vol) 2% 2% 2% 0% 
Not vote (vol) 2% 4% 1% 2% 
Don’t know (vol) 19% 13% 16% 16% 
Unwgt N= 123 362 387 208 

 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Christie 43% 56% 69% 57% 68% 41% 49% 63% 
Byrne 30% 25% 12% 26% 16% 36% 31% 19% 
Someone else (vol) 3% 1% 2% 1% 1% 2% 4% 1% 
Not vote (vol) 3% 1% 4% 2% 2% 2% 0% 3% 
Don’t know (vol) 21% 16% 13% 14% 13% 19% 16% 15% 

Unwt N= 182 368 170 191 184 185 63 818 
 
 
Q.  Would you say the state of New Jersey is currently going in the right direction or has it gone off on the 

wrong track?  
 
   Christie Favorability 
 RV  Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK 
Right Direction 60%  78% 18% 44% 
Wrong Track 30%  14% 70% 37% 
DK (vol) 10%  8% 12% 19% 
Unwgt N= 1103  742 263 95 

 
 9/12 

RV 
8/12 
RV 

6/12 
RV 

3/12 
RV 

2/12 
RV 

11/11 
RV 

10/11 
RV 

8/11 
RV 

Right Direction 49% 48% 51% 47% 49% 45% 44% 43% 
Wrong Track 41% 41% 40% 41% 42% 45% 46% 51% 
DK (vol) 10% 11% 9% 12% 9% 10% 10% 6% 
Unwgt N= 783 912 1,064 511 911 744 817 612 
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Registered Voters 

Party ID Ideology Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Con Male Female White Black Hisp Other 

Right Direction 48% 61% 83% 48% 59% 76% 61% 60% 63% 45% 53% 66% 
Wrong Track 39% 29% 14% 39% 31% 18% 30% 29% 27% 46% 36% 27% 
DK (vol) 13% 10% 3% 13% 10% 6% 9% 11% 10% 9% 11% 7% 

Unwt N= 449 399 242 251 577 252 501 602 796 114 89 83 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Right Direction 60% 55% 63% 63% 
Wrong Track 30% 38% 27% 22% 
DK (vol) 9% 7% 10% 15% 

Unwt N= 127 361 389 210 
 

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K > 150K 

HS or 
Less Some Coll Coll Grad Grad Work

Right Direction 57% 60% 63% 62% 61% 63% 64% 51% 
Wrong Track 34% 28% 32% 29% 28% 28% 28% 36% 
DK (vol) 10% 12% 5% 10% 10% 9% 8% 13% 

Unwt N= 262 305 169 158 253 285 304 251 
 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union 
Right Direction 54% 54% 67% 57% 75% 48% 46% 64% 
Wrong Track 35% 34% 22% 34% 19% 41% 42% 26% 
DK (vol) 11% 12% 10% 9% 5% 10% 12% 10% 

Unwt N= 185 371 170 192 185 186 62 826 
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[IF RIGHT DIRECTION, ASK:] 
QA.  Is New Jersey going in the right direction because things are changing for the better or 

simply because things are not getting worse? 
 
Changing for the better 55% 
Not getting worse 42% 
DK (vol) 3% 
Unwgt N= 670 
 
 
[IF WRONG TRACK, ASK:] 
QB.  Is New Jersey off on the wrong track because things are changing for the worse or simply 

because things are not getting better?   
 
Changing for the worse 32% 
Not getting better 65% 
DK (vol) 3% 
Unwgt N= 322 

 
 
COMBINED RESULTS A + B DIRECTION FOLLOW UP 
   Christie Favorability 
 ALL 

RV 
 

Favorable Unfavorable No Opin/DK 
Changing for the better 33%  45% 7% 16% 
Staying the same 44%  41% 52% 51% 
Changing for the worse 9%  3% 27% 9% 
DK (vol) 13%  11% 13% 24% 
Unwgt N= 1098  740 260 95 

 
Combined Results - Registered Voters 

Party ID Ideology Gender Race 
Dem Ind Rep Lib Mod Con Male Female White Black Hisp Other

Changing for the better 21% 32% 58% 21% 31% 51% 35% 32% 36% 23% 32% 22%
Staying the same 51% 45% 31% 49% 47% 34% 45% 44% 43% 51% 46% 52%
Changing for the worse 12% 9% 5% 13% 9% 7% 9% 10% 9% 12% 10% 13%
Don’t Know (vol) 15% 14% 6% 17% 13% 8% 11% 15% 13% 14% 11% 13%

Unwt N= 446 397 242 249 574 252 498 600 794 113 88 83 
 

 
Age 

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+ 
Changing for the better 22% 29% 38% 39% 
Staying the same 52% 49% 43% 35% 
Changing for the worse 12% 13% 7% 7% 
DK (vol) 13% 9% 12% 19% 

Unwt N= 127 361 387 208 
 
 
 
 
 



Christie Ratings & Reelect Nov 2012 
Rutgers-Eagleton Poll 

 

 17

 
Income Education 

<50K 
50K- 

<100K 
100K-
<150K > 150K 

HS or 
Less Some Coll Coll Grad Grad Work

Changing for the better 28% 29% 39% 38% 33% 35% 33% 31% 
Staying the same 53% 45% 44% 41% 46% 46% 48% 36% 
Changing for the worse 7% 11% 9% 9% 8% 7% 8% 15% 
DK (vol) 13% 14% 8% 12% 13% 11% 11% 17% 

Unwt N= 261 304 168 157 253 284 303 249 
 

 
Region Union Household 

Urban Suburb Exurban Phil/South Shore Public Private No Union
Changing for the better 27% 30% 40% 31% 43% 27% 33% 35% 
Staying the same 48% 45% 38% 50% 40% 44% 39% 45% 
Changing for the worse 9% 11% 9% 8% 8% 15% 16% 8% 
DK (vol) 15% 14% 12% 11% 9% 13% 12% 13% 

Unwt N= 184 368 170 191 185 185 62 823 
 
 
 

Rutgers-Eagleton Poll November 14-17, 2012 
 
The Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted by telephone from November 14-17, 2012 with a scientifically selected random 
sample of 1228 New Jersey adults. This telephone poll included 900 landline respondents and 338 cell phone respondents, all 
acquired through random digit dialing. Distribution of the phone sample is: 
 
Cell Phone Only Household:  10% 
Landline Only Household:       7% 
Both landline/Cell Reached on Cell: 17% 
Both landline/Cell Reached on Landline: 66% 
 
Within the adult sample, a total of 1108 respondents said they were registered voters. This subsample has a margin of error of 
+/-2.9 percentage points. All data in this release are reported using this registered voter sample. 
 
Data are weighted to represent known parameters in the New Jersey registered voter population, using gender, age, race, and 
Hispanic ethnicity matching to US Census Bureau data. All results are reported with these weighted data.  
 
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone in a 
population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. The sampling error for 1109 registered voters is +/-2.9 
percentage points, at a 95 percent confidence interval. Thus if 50 percent of New Jersey registered voters favored a particular 
position, one would be 95 percent sure that the true figure would be between 47.1 and 52.9 percent (50 +/-2.9) had all New 
Jersey registered voters been interviewed, rather than just a sample. Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so 
statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based on the total sample. 
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as non-response, 
question wording or context effects. 
 
This Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was fielded by Braun Research Incorporated and through our in-house calling center. The 
questionnaire was developed and all data analyses were completed in house. The Rutgers-Eagleton Poll is paid for and 
sponsored by the Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers University, a non-partisan academic center focused on the study and 
teaching of politics and the political process. 
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Weighted Sample Characteristics 
1108 New Jersey Registered Voters 

 
43% Democrat   47% Male  13% 18-29  74% White 
35% Independent   53% Female  32% 30-49  13% Black 
22% Republican      31% 50-64    8% Hispanic 
       24% 65+       6% Asian/Other/Multi 
           


